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474 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

Henri Poincare. V. Volterra, J. Hadamard, P. Langevin, P. Boutroux. 

Paris: Alcan. 1914. Pp. 246. 

Following close upon the number of the Revue de Metaphysique et de 
Morale (September, 1913) especially devoted to the work of Poincare, is 
this new tribute to the greatest scientific genius of contemporary France, 
and although two of the contributing authors, M. Hadamard and M. 
Langevin, were also contributors to the former memorial, only one of 
them, M. Langevin, reprints his previous paper. It is inevitable that 
there should be a certain amount of repetition in a work of this sort, 
especially in the case of Poincare, for he saw one problem only as a means 
of attaining the solution of another and his thought moved from mathe- 
matics to physics or astronomy as easily as in the counter direction. 

M. Volterra has not the grace of a Frenchman in paying his personal 
tribute to Poincare's genius, but his exposition of the mathematics is clear 
and illuminating even to a reader not trained in higher mathematics, 
and is in close relation to M. Hadamard's development of the " problem of 
three bodies " which conditioned so much of M. Poincare's researches in 
the field of molecular theory, dynamics, and celestial mechanics. 

M. Langevin's paper is half again as long as any of the others. He 
exposits ably Poincare's contributions to analysis, mechanics, mathe- 
matical physics, the theories of Maxwell, Herzian waves, light, telegraphy, 
electro-technique, the theory of Lorenz, the principle of relativity, thermo- 
dynamics, satistical mechanics, kinetic theory, cosmology, the theory of 
radiations, the quanta, and even touches upon his philosophy. 

If M. Boutroux had been primarily a philosopher, his contribution might 
have profited, for although he has conscientiously disentangled the philo- 
sophic elements of Poincare's writings, neither he nor any other writer on 
the subject has as yet presented a well integrated study in this field. The 
materials are but flashes of illumination, yet the logical habits of their 
author's mind presumably justify us in uniting them in a point of view 
that would readily lend itself to further elaboration. Indeed, the fifth 
chapter of the Dernieres Pensees, suggests that some such integration was 
beginning to take place in Poincare's mind, and it is an incalculable loss 
to philosophy that this process was not permitted to proceed. 

The volume closes with a curriculum vitce, astounding in the activities 
indicated and the honors received. Once, at least, the world has not been 
unaware of the presense of phenomenal intelligence. 

Harold Chapman Brown. 
Columbia University. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS. 

REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. April, 1914. Logique et Psychologie 
(pp. 337-352) : E. Goblot. - " Logic has . . . for object the laws of the 
operations of the mind," but logic must still be included in the psychology 
of intelligence. Vers I'Intuition Experimentale de f Electron (suite, 
pp. 353-378) : A. Rey. - A continuation of a study of the experimental 



